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SUBJECT: OPEN LETTER FROM FORMER MYONGDONG DEFENDANTS 
REF: A) SEOUL 1413, B) SEOUL 1415 

1 . THE HIGHLY CHARGED LANGUAGE USED IN THE OPEN LETTER 
FROM KOREAN DISSIDENTS WILL UNDOUBTEDLY TRY THE ROKG'S 
PATIENCE, ESPECIALLY SINCE THE LETTER AMOUNTS TO A DIRECT 
CHALLENGE FROM THE FORMER MYONGDONG DEFENDANTS DIRECTLY 
AIMED AT AMERICAN OPINION. ROKG CRACKDOWN AND REPRESSION 
AGAINST THE AUTHORS (ALL FORMER MYONGDONG DEFENDANTS), 

HOWEVER, WOULD CLEARLY UNDERCUT EVERY ADVANCE MADE IN 
RECENT MONTHS AGAINST REPRESSIVE GOVERNMENT BEHAVIOR. 

YOU SHOULD USE EVERY OPPORTUNITY PRIVATELY TO CONVEY TO 
APPROPRIATE ROKG LEADERSHIP THAT WE COULD ONLY VIEW WITH 
DISMAY ANY PERSECUTION OF INDIVIDUALS FOR ADDRESSING 
THEIR VIEWS OPENLY TO PRESIDENT CARTER, REGARDLESS OF THE 
VIEWS EXPRESSED OR RELATIVE VALIDITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL 
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CHARGES. 

2. PUBLICLY, WE WILL NOTE THIS OPEN EXPRESSION OF 
DIVERGENT OPINION, A RIGHT WHICH IS VITAL IN A DEMOCRATIC 
SOCIETY. WE WILL DO OUR BEST TO REFRAIN FROM BEING DRAWN 
INTO A DEBATE ON THE LETTER ITSELF, BUT WILL REAFFIRM OUR 
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RECENTLY PUBLISHED REPORT AS OUR CAREFULLY CONSIDERED 
JUDGMENT AT THIS TIME, STATING THAT NATURALLY WE WILL 
CONTINUE TO VIEW HUMAN RIGHTS DEVELOPMENTS WITH IMPORTANT 
INTEREST. 

3. THE HIGHLY CONFRONTATIONAL AND EXTREME STATEMENTS 

IN THE ' OPEN LETTER" HAVE SOLID PRECEDENT AND ARE A TYPICAL 
EXAMPLE OF OPPOSITION PROSE AGAINST SUCCESSIVE ROK 
GOVERNMENTS. HOWEVER, THE "OPEN LETTER" WILL INEVITABLY 
BE READ BY MANY IN THE USA WITH GREAT CREDIBILITY AND NO 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TYPICAL AMERICAN AND 
KOREAN POLITICAL STYLES. BECAUSE OF THE HIGHLY PARTISAN 
AND PROVOCATIVE NATURE OF THE LETTER, RESPONDING OR COMMENT- 
ING ON IT ON ITS OWN TERMS IS PROBABLY NOT FEASIBLE, AND 
WOULD ONLY RAISE THE PROSPECT OF EXHAUSTING ROKG PATIENCE 
FOR FURTHER POLITICAL RELAXATION. YOUR VIEWS ON HOW BEST 
TO RESPOND TO THIS EPISODE IN A MANNER WHICH WILL 
FURTHER OUR HUMAN RIGHTS INTERESTS RATHER THAN ABORT THEM 
WILL BE MOST HELPFUL. 

4. KOREA COUNTRY DIRECTOR RICH DURING MEETING WITH ROK 
EMBASSY POLITICAL COUNSELOR PARK KUN-WOO ON ANOTHER SUBJECT 
TODAY RAISED THE "OPEN LETTER" WITH PARK. RICH AFFIRMED 

THE IMPORTANCE WE ACCORD TO THE RIGHT PEACEFULLY TO EXPRESS 
DISSENT IN A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY. PARTICULARLY IN THIS 
INSTANCE, WHEN THE "LETTER" WAS ADDRESSED TO PRESIDENT 
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CARTER, WE COULD NOT FAIL TO TAKE NOTICE IF THE ROKG 
SHOULD ARREST THE AUTHORS. RICH EMPHASIZED THAT THE RECENT 
STEPS TOWARD POLITICAL RELAXATION IN SEOUL HAD BEEN CARE- 
FULLY OOSEFVED HERE AND FURTHER RELAXATION WOULD HAVE A 
VERY POSITIVE EFFECT ON OUR ABILITY TO COOPERATE FULLY 
WITH EACH OTHER. WE HOPED THEREFORE THAT NO SHORTSIGHTED 
ACTIONS WOULD REVERSE THAT PROGRESS, SINCE CRITICISM IS 
INEVITABLE IN A FREE SYSTEM. COUNSELOR PARK UNDERSTOOD 
THE MESSAGE FULLY AND SUBSEQUENTLY REPORTED THAT AMBASSADOR 
KIM IS STRONGLY URGING PRESIDENT PARK NOT TO OVERREACT TO 
THE "OPEN LETTER." 

5. NEWS OF THE "OPEN LETTER" HAS APPEARED IN NEW YORK 
TIMES, WASHINGTON STAR AND LOS ANGELES TIMES, BUT FULL 
TEXT HAS NOT BEEN PRINTED TO OUR KNOWLEDGE. VANCE 
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